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The Sauk hosts 
annual meeting

JONESVILLE — The Sauk 
and Hillsdale County’s 
community theatre will 
host its annual meeting 
and year-in-review at 7 
p.m. Saturday.

The event will include 
entertainment with 
performances from the 
productions of 2016. It will 
also include the election of 
offi cers.

In 2016, the local theatre 
organization presented 
11 events, along with 
renovating The Sauk 
auditorium.

The presentation will 
conclude with the pre-
sentation of the Clint 
Johnson Award to Joan 
Van Arsdalen, a long-time 
volunteer at the theater.

No reservations are 
required. The doors open 
at 6:30 p.m. The public is 
invited and encouraged to 
attend. For more informa-
tion visit www.thesauk.
org.

 

Marriage Matters 
workshops

HILLSDALE — Marriage 
Matters Jackson’s weekly 
workshop, Building Better 
Marriage workshops are 
held every Monday at the 
HUB Church in Hillsdale.

A new relationship topic 
is presented each week. 
The meetings are from 6-8 
p.m.

 

Keep us informed
Do you have an event, 

a meeting, a story idea 
or any type of informa-
tion you want us to know 
about? We want to hear 
from you.

We encourage organiza-
tions, groups, businesses, 
non-profi ts and individuals 
to email us at newsroom@
hillsdale.net.

Please include all 
pertinent information, 
including the best way to 
contact you and a reporter 
will be in touch promptly.
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By Corey Murray
cmurray@hillsdale.net
Twitter: @cmurrayHDN

HILLSDALE — Heated 
d i s c u s s i o n  e n s u e d  a t 
Monday night’s Hillsdale 
City Council meeting as the 
council moved to discuss a 
road funding resolution 
proposed by Councilman 
Matt Bell.

In his resolution, Bell 

requested the city set 
aside $500,000 for new 
road projects out of the 
2017-18 budget and an 
additional $100,000 for 
road maintenance.

The resolution called 
for the city to look at ways 
of reducing department 
budgets to allow for the 
earmarked road funds, but 
laid out public safety as his 

first priority as a repre-
sentative of the people of 
Hillsdale.

C i t y  A t t o r n e y  J o h n 
Lovinger highlighted an 
issue with the resolution’s 
wording indicating that as 
it stood, it was a binding 
resolution. He indicated the 
wording violated the city’s 
charter and the state’s 
constitution.

Bell made a motion to 

amend the resolution’s
wording from “shall” to
“shall endeavor to” in
order to ease Lovinger’s
concerns.

Hillsdale City Manager
David Mackie asked the
council which city ser-
vices were acceptable to
cut as there was not “much
meat on the bones” when it

CITY OF HILLSDALE

Road funding resolution passed

Mackie Bell Zeiser Watkins

By Andy Barrand
abarrand@hillsdale.net
Twitter: @abarrandHDN

HILLSDALE — Before
beginning his committee
report during Tuesday’s
Hillsdale County Board of
Commissioners meeting,
Commissioner John Burtka
applauded the efforts of the
Hillsdale County Sheriff’s
Office and the volunteers
who helped in finding Jace
Landon Lyon.

Over the two day search the
sheriff’s office mounted divi-
sion logged 126 man hours
and the sheriff’s department
deputies recorded 55 man
hours of overtime.

Burtka went on to say that
the deputies recorded an
additional 20 man hours of
volunteer comp time.

The impact to the sheriff’s
department budget is around
$2,600.

Burtka said Sheriff Tim
Parker will work to absorb
that amount in his 2017
budget.

“It is encouraging to see the
community come together in
a situation like this,” Burtka
said.

During the meeting the
board also approved the lease
to purchase of two 2016 Ford
Explorer police vehicles for
the department. The vehicles
will be purchased from Still-
well Ford at a cost of $21,160

HILLSDALE COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

New police 
vehicles 
approved

A variety of agencies provide assistance during Project Connect at the Hillsdale Free Methodist Church on Tuesday. NANCY HASTINGS PHOTO

By Nancy Hastings 
nhastings@hillsdale.net
Twitter: @nhastingsHDN

H I L L S D A L E  – 
Upon arrival at 
the Hillsdale Free 

Methodist Church Tuesday, 
Candy Harrell of Jonesville 
was given a number tell-
ing her she was the 40th 
to enter through the doors 
where a large crowd was 
waiting for registration.

HILLSDALE FREE METHODIST CHURCH

Project Homeless Connect 
benefi t draws large crowd

Helping the Salvation Army pass out free hats and mittens were members of the Pitts-
ford High School National Honor Society. NANCY HASTINGS PHOTO

Shelters rare for 
mobile home parks
Ten of at least 20 people 
killed in a weekend tornado 
outbreak lived in Geor-
gia mobile home parks, 
yet laws requiring storm 
shelters in those vulnerable 
communities are few and 
far between. Laura Myers 
studies tornado disasters at 
the University of Alabama. 
She says few states and 
cities mandate storm shel-
ters, despite the increased 
risk to mobile home dwell-
ers when tornadoes hit. A6

By Matthew Daly 
and Ken Thomas
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump moved 
swiftly Tuesday to advance 
the controversial Keystone 
XL and Dakota Access oil 
pipelines, signing execu-
tive actions to aggressively 
overhaul America’s energy 
policy and deal a sharp blow 
to Barack Obama’s legacy 
on climate change.

Obama had personally 

halted the Keystone XL 
project, which was to bring 
oil from Canada to the U.S., 
and major protest demon-
strations have frozen work 
on the Dakota pipeline.

Trump, in his continuing 
effort to undo the past eight 
years of a Democratic presi-
dent, invited the Keystone 
builder, TransCanada, to 
resubmit its application to 
the State Department for 
a presidential permit to 
construct and operate the 
pipeline. The company said 

it would reapply.
Obama halted the pro-

posed pipeline in late 2015, 
declaring it would under-
cut U.S. efforts to clinch a 
global climate change deal 
that was a centerpiece of his 
environmental agenda.

Trump also ordered the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers to quickly review 
and approve construction 
and easement requests for 
the Dakota Access pipeline, 

EXECUTIVE ACTIONS

Trump acts to advance controversial pipelines
President 
Donald Trump, 
accompanied by 
Vice President 
Mike Pence and 
staff, shows his 
signature on an 
executive order on 
the Keystone XL 
pipeline Tuesday 
in the Oval Office 
of the White 
House in Washing-
ton. EVAN VUCCI/
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