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Celebration 
honors poet

LITCHFIELD — The
Litchfield District Library
along with the Litchfield
Area Historical are hosting
a Celebration in the Park,
at noon May 20.

The celebration is in
honor of the 150th  an-
niversary of the poem
“The Curfew Must not
Ring Tonight” written by
our own Rose Hartwick
Thorpe.  

After the celebration the
Litchfield Area Historical
Society will have  the Sand
Creek one room school-
house, depot and  the new
barn open . 

The group received a
hand written copy of the
poem from Katharine Jar-
rvson of Longmont Col-
orado last year.

This, along with other
artifacts will be on display.
A recent newspaper obit-
uary of Rose Hartwick
Thorpe was found along
with a small doll that she
made. 

Keep us informed
Do you have an event, a

meeting, a story idea or
any type of information
you want us to know
about? We want to hear
from you.

We encourage organi-
zations, groups, business-
es, non-profits and indi-
viduals to email us at
newsroom@hillsdale.net.

Please include all perti-
nent information, includ-
ing the best way to contact
you and a reporter will be
in touch promptly.

STATE

Gun threat tip
closes Centreville
School District

CENTREVILLE (AP) —
Authorities in southwest-
ern Michigan have inter-
viewed two students in
connection with gun
threats made against a
school district.

The St. Joseph County
Sheriff's Office said Friday
it will conduct additional
interviews regarding the
threats against the Cen-
treville Public Schools.

The school district can-
celed classes Thursday and
Friday but Superintendent
Rob Kuhlman issued a
statement Friday after-
noon saying it’s safe for
students to return to a
normal schedule and that
classes would resume
Monday.

The disruption was
prompted by a tip reported
to a tip line.

EXPLAINER JOURNALISM

Helping Michigan families bridge the gap

By Nancy Hastings
nhastings@hillsdale.net

LANSING – For 20 years,
the Michigan League for
Public Policy has been pub-
lishing a report to help pol-
icymakers understand true
economic struggles of
Michigan families.

It costs a Michigan family
between $2,580 and $4,722
a month to pay for neces-
sities and provide for them-
selves and their family ac-
cording to Making Ends
Meet in Michigan, a new
report released by the
League.

The monthly income nec-
essary to make ends meet
for a single parent with two
kids is $3,943, and it costs
a single worker $1,923 a
month to get by.

The report analyzes and
compiles state and county
data on the costs of housing,
food, child care, healthcare,
transportation, and clothing
and other household ne-
cessities along with likely
taxes owed, to identify the
Basic Needs Income Level.

Communications Direc-
tor Alex Rossman said the
Basic Needs Income Level
is the amount of household
income a family or individ-
ual must have to have in

order to meet basic needs
without public or private
assistance. It’s what it really
costs to live in a county.

An online calculator
available at
www.mlpp.org/calculator
can be used to calculate the
cost of living by county and
family size, Rossman said.
This report analyzes four
different household sizes in
each county – single, single
parent, two parents (both
working) and two parents

(one working). All families
assume two children under
age 5.

“For too long, policymak-
ers have only used the
poverty level and unem-
ployment to assess how
people in Michigan are do-
ing, but there’s so much

more to every Michigan
family’s story and struggles
than that,” said Gilda Z. Ja-
cobs, president and CEO of
the Michigan League for
Public Policy in a press re-
lease. 

Report calculates economic struggles

Events like the annual Loaves and Fishes Day helps
area residents make ends meet.  [FILE PHOTO]

Local Impact

WHAT THE ISSUE IS: It costs a Michigan family between
$2,580 and $4,722 a month to pay for necessities and pro-
vide for themselves and their family. 

WHY IT MATTERS: Despite having jobs residents continue
to struggle. Last year 51 percent of the 10,000 families
served by the CAA in Hillsdale, Jackson and Lenawee coun-
ties were employed. 

SEE FAMILIES, A5

HILLSDALE 

HBPU board
recommends
Hoffman 
to fill seat
By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

HILLSDALE — The Hills-
dale City Council will hear
a recommendation for a fifth
member to the Hillsdale
Board of Public Utilities and
a change in the deposit pol-
icy for new customers Mon-
day night.

The HBPU will recom-
mend Eric Hoffman, presi-

dent of Still-
well Ford-
Lincoln, to fill
the spot be-
ing vacated
by Duke An-
derson, who
c o m p l e t e d
his five year
term in April.

D u r i n g
T u e s d a y
night’s HBPU
meeting Bar-
ry Hill was
elected as
board chair-
man with
Bob Batt re-

taining his position as vice
chairman.

HBPU Manager Mike Bar-
ber will recommend a
change in the current utility
deposit policy for all new
customers, as he believes it
is unfair.

The current system looks
at 12 months of previous
bills at the service location.
The new BS&A software,
which will be in place in July
does not support this pro-
gram. New customers are
given a credit rating based
on prior utility accounts in-
cluding phone services to
determine a risk factor.

“This can lead to large
deposits based on prior oc-
cupants,” Barber said.

Hoffman

Hill

SEE HBPU, A5

HILLSDALE COLLEGE

DOUGLAS STATUE UNVEILED

A crowd of 300-plus people gathered near Central Hall for the unveiling of Hillsdale College's new statue of
Frederick Douglass.  [ANDREW KING PHOTO]

By Andrew King
aking@hillsdale.net

HILLSDALE - In 1863, just weeks
after President Abraham Lincoln
signed the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, Frederick Douglass gave an ad-
dress at Hillsdale College titled “Pop-
ular Error and Unpopular Truth.”

More than 150 years later, Douglass
has returned, this time in the form
of a bronze statue that was unveiled
Friday afternoon on the Hillsdale
College Liberty Walk.

After a welcome from trustee,
Gunnar Klarr, and a prayer from
chaplain, Adam Rick, President Larry
P. Arnn, sculptor Bruce Wolfe and
James Nagy — to whom the statue
is dedicated in memory of his wife,
Wanda — kicked off the main event,
uncovering the statue in front of a
crowd of more than 300 gathered

students, faculty, staff, and members
of the public from near and far.

“I felt that I had to understand
him,” said Wolfe. “He was [angry],
sure. So, how do you portray that
without making it look like it’s mean.

I didn’t want him to be mean. I want-
ed him to be resolute. And an intellect
like he was. He was an amazing in-
tellect.”

Hillsdale College President Larry P. Arrn (left), James Nagy (center)  to
whom- in memory of his wife, Wanda- the statue is dedicated, and sculp-
tor, Bruce Wolfe (right) unveil the statue of Frederick Douglass.  [ANDREW

KING PHOTO]

Frederick 
Douglas statue 
becomes 9th
statue on campus

SEE STATUE, A5


