
The Daily Telegram - 02/05/2019 Page : A03

Copyright � 2019 The Daily Telegram 02/05/2019
November 6, 2019 4:19 pm (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 95% from original to fit letter page

LENAWEE
ADRIAN, MICHIGAN  ■  THE DAILY TELEGRAM  ■  TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2019  ■  3A

SHARE YOUR NEWS: Community news items, including announcements for clubs, churches and nonprofits, 

should be directed to Marge Furgason by calling 517-417-2021, or by email at mfurgason@lenconnect.com.

FEBRUARY 5, 1919: 
The Rev. and Mrs. G.W. 
Olmstead entertained 
the chorus choir from 
the Methodist Episcopal 
church who served dur-
ing the December revival 
meetings. It was decided 
to organize and continue 
the work of the choir from 
time to time. Officers were 
elected, with C.F. Jackman 
chosen as president; Mrs. 
Peter Benner, secretary; 
Chester Smith, treasurer; 
and Miss Irene Line, choir 
director. Games and mu-
sic were enjoyed, along 
with refreshments.

100 YEARS AGO

NEWS BRIEFS

NOMINATE A  
TOP VOLUNTEER
Do you know a vol-

unteer who should be 
recognized? Email us at 
editor@lenconnect.com 
or contact Paula Trent-
man at 517-424-6569 or 
paula@lenaweecf.com. 
Messages should include 
your name, hometown 
and daytime phone num-
ber, and the name of  
the organization the  
volunteer assists. 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Adrian

CAA offers Financial Stability 
classes 

Community Action Agency will be offering a 
free Financial Stability series of classes beginning 
Feb. 26. The class will meet from 6 to 8 p.m. Tues-
days at the Lenawee Human Services Building, 
1040 S Winter St.

The primary goal of the Financial Stability 
series is to help empower individuals to focus on 
financial stability rather than settling on barely 
making ends meet. Information will be presented 
on money management, developing a spending 
plan, understanding credit, banking, debt reduc-
tion, insurance and goal setting. The intention is 
to provide individuals with tools to make changes 
that are critical to becoming self-sufficient.

Registration is required as seating is limited. 
For more information,  and to register, contact 
Julie Laughlin at 517-263-7861, ext. 2229, or email 
jlaughlin@caajlh.org.

Morenci

Program today on CSA 
operation

Stair Library in Morenci will host a program on 
certified organic Community Supported Agricul-
ture (CSA) at 5 p.m. today, Feb. 5.

Jason and Seraina Killoran of Willow Garden, an 
eight-acre spread near Hanover, will be the speak-
ers. The CSA concept has gained popularity with 
the farm-to-table movement.

The free presentation will be followed by a 
question-and-answer session and refreshments. 
Stair District Library is at 228 W. Main St.. For 
more information visit starlib.org.
 

Tecumseh

Device Advice class for Apple 
users

Apple users are invited to attend “Device 
Advice” at 6:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 25, at the Te-
cumseh District Library. Attendees will share tips 
and tricks and learn new skills from other users 
by sharing in an open forum. The main focus will 
be on iPhones and iPads. From novice to expert, 
all skill levels are invited, and should bring their 
device.

The class is free but registration is required. 
To sign up visit the Programs/Events page at 
tecumsehlibrary.org or 517-423-2238. The ibrary 
is at 215 N. Ottawa St. 

Adrian

Senior Center hosts 
program on the history of 
‘Unmentionables’

Historian Ray Lennard will speak on 
“Undressed:The Hidden History of Underwear,” at 
10 a.m. Friday, Feb. 8, at the Adrian Senior Center. 
Lennard will share the history of “unmention-
ables” from the Revolutionary War to modern 
times, with a look at fabrics, fashion and function, 
especially from the 1850s to 1920s.

Some garments will also be on display. The pro-
gram is free and open to the public. Adrian Senior 
Center is at 327 Erie St.

Adrian

Dinosaur Saturday at ADL
Adrian District Library will be hosting “Dinosaur 

Saturday” from 11 a.m. to noon Feb. 9. The event 

will include a short dinosaur storytime, dinosaur 
crafts, science activities and a snack. “Dinosaur 
Saturday” is free and appropriate for children 
ages 3 to 10. 

Registration is not required. The library is at 143 
E. Maumee St.

For more information call 517-265-2265 or visit 
adrian.lib.mi.us. 

Morenci

Tacos at Post 368
Morenci American Legion Post 368 serves 

tacos from 5 to 8 p.m. every Wednesday. The 
dinner is open to the public. Diners may eat in or 
carry-out. Morenci American Legion is at 9010 
Morenci Road. To place a carry-out order call 517-
458-2377.

Tecumseh

Friday night fish fry 
Tecumseh American Legion Post 34, corner of 

Pottawatamie and South Evans streets, is having 
a weekly fish fry from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. every 
Friday through April 26. A dinner of fried fish and 
side dishes is priced at $13, $5 for children. A 
salad bar only option is $8. The public is invited.

Adrian

Music at the Eagles
King Fish will provide the entertainment on 

Friday night this week at the Adrian Eagles hall, 
2570 W. Beecher St. On Saturday night Last Na-
tion will perform.

Members and guests 21 and older are invited. 
The music runs from 8:30 p.m. until 12:30 a.m., 
with doors open at 7:30 p.m. There is a $5 cover 
for non-members.

IRISH HILLS — As the Irish Hills 
towers sit idle over the winter 
while the owners plan to keep 
moving forward with restoration 
and reopening goals, the twin 
icons are entering their 95th year 
of existence.

The story of the towers started 
in the early summer of 1924, 
when the Michigan Observation 
Co. announced plans to build a 
series of observation platforms 
at high points throughout the 
state. Locally, the company chose 
Bundy Hill in Hillsdale County 
and a hill part of Thomas Brigh-
ton’s orchard overlooking Iron 
Lake in the Irish Hills.

Work began first on the Bundy 
Hill Observatory, with construc-
tion on the Irish Hills Observatory 
following later in the summer. 
The company negotiated with 
the Brighton family for its half of 
the orchard hill along then-M-23, 
later U.S. 112 and today’s U.S. 
12. Negotiations with Ed Kelly, 
the owner of the other half of the 
hill, had previously failed. Kelly 
seemed disinterested in having 
throngs of tourists trample the 
property.

However, it is reported Kelly be-
came upset when he learned his 
neighbors, the Brighton family, 
agreed to allow a tower to be built 
on their part of the hill, with the 
edge of the tower coming within 
feet of Kelly’s property line. By 
the time the Irish Hills Observa-
tory was opened in October 1924, 
Kelly was developing plans to 
build a rival tower to eat into the 
company’s profits.

There are few pictures of the 
original Irish Hills Observatory 
by itself. By late fall 1924, the 
framework for Kelly’s “spite” tower 
was already appearing in photo-
graphs, and by spring 1925, his 
tower, painted gray to stand apart 
from Michigan Observation’s 
white and green-trimmed tower, 
was welcoming tourists. A crude 
picket fence separated the towers, 
whose bases were mere feet apart.

Kelly called his creation the 
“gray tower” atop Kelly Knoll, 
and initially the tower edged the 
Michigan Observation Co. plat-
form by several feet. The com-
pany responded by re-topping 
its five-story structure with a 
second-level viewing platform. 

Kelly in turn raised his 
tower top to equal its 
competitor. The “war” 
for height stopped 
when the Michigan 
Observation Co. 
threatened to tear 
its tower down and 
replace it with a metal 
tower Kelly could not 
outdo. Kelly backed 
down and turned 
instead to drawing in 
his own tourist base. The once-
quiet knoll each half-owned by 
Kelly and Brighton became the 
focal point of the greater Irish 
Hills area. By 1931, gas stations, 
restaurants, a dance hall, sea-
sonal roadside attractions and 
motel accommodations popped 
up on adjacent properties. The 
area soared in popularity in the 
mid-1920s when the highway was 
paved and the former M-23 was 
redesignated U.S. 112 in 1926. The 
highway was renamed U.S. 12 in 
1962.

The towers were refurbished 
in 1972 by the Allen Good family, 
with new and identical observa-
tion platforms placed atop each 
tower. The top story of the former 
“gray tower,” known by that time 
as the “spite tower” in homage 
to Kelly’s quest to “spite” the 
Michigan Observation Co., was 
removed to make the main tower 
structures even and symmetrical. 

The Boglarsky family bought 
the towers in 1976 and oper-
ated them together until the 
towers closed at the end of the 
2000 season. In recent years, the 
Irish Hills Historical Society has 

been working to have the tow-
ers restored. As of late 2018, new 
metal siding had been put in 
place, windows replaced and the 
tower platforms, removed in 2013, 
had been temporarily replaced 
with rubber caps. The society has 
stated its goal is to have the tow-

ers restored and reopened, along 
with a museum, by the structures’ 
100th anniversary in 2024.

Dan Cherry is a staff writer at 
The Daily Telegram. He can be 
reached at dcherry@lenconnect.
com.

LOOKING BACK

Property rival creates Irish Hills attraction legacy

Dan
Cherry
Daily  
Telegram

The Irish Hills Towers are pictured in 1926, after both towers’ construction compe-
tition had ended.  TELEGRAM FILE PHOTOS

Woman sought 
by police

ADRIAN — Crime Stop-
pers of Lenawee County is 
looking for 
a woman 
wanted 
for felony 
probation 
violation 
that took 
place in 
Lenawee 
County in 
2018. 

Anyone who knows the 
whereabouts of Tia-Marie 
Wright, 26, is asked to 
contact Crime Stoppers. 
Tips may be called to 
517-266-6161 or 877-276-
8477. Tips may also be 
submitted by visiting www.
p3tips.com/431. Tips may 
be left anonymously. Crime 
Stoppers is an organization 
made up of police, media 
and community members.

TIA-MARIE 
WRIGHT

DISTRICT COURT
The following appeared 

in Lenawee County District 
Court:

DRIVING OFFENSES
Sevrune William Risner, 

27 (birth date 10/11/1991), 
Palmyra: first-offense op-
erating while intoxicated; 
one weekend at hard labor, 
80 hours community 
service work, 12 months 
probation, $300 fine, $650 
court costs.

Trevor James O’Donnell, 
20 (birth date 7/1/1998), 
Ann Arbor: reduced im-
paired driving; six months 
probation, $200 fine, 
$600 court costs, $250 
attorney fee.

Phillip Allen Cappelletty, 
28 (birth date 5/17/1990), 
Adrian: reduced reckless 
driving; three months 
probation, $250 fine, $650 
court costs.

John F-Kennedy 
Whiteeagle, 53 (birth date 
10/18/1965), Adrian: at-
tempted second-offense 
driving while license 
suspended; 30 days in jail 
suspended, six months 
probation, $100 fine, $500 
court costs, $250 attorney 
fee.

Jennifer Ann Grant, 37 
(birth date 8/28/1981), 
Toledo: reduced impaired 
driving; 12 months proba-
tion, $175 fine, $800 court 
costs.

Daniel Philip Norden, 
33 (birth date 2/6/1985), 
Adrian: failure to stop 
after a collision; 90 days 
in jail with credit for time 
served, $250 attorney fee, 
$100.40 restitution

BY DMITRIY SHAPIRO

Daily Telegram Staff Writer

TECUMSEH — The Tecumseh community pool 
will be closed for repairs for three weeks next month. 

Baruzzini Contracting LLC of Brighton will install 
a pressure sand filter system and a ultraviolet light 
air filtering system at the pool, which is at Tecumseh 
Compass Learning Center. 

According to a news release issued Monday, the 
pool will close for repairs on March 18 and is expect-
ed to reopen April 8. 

“These important mechanical upgrades will help to 
ensure the proper operation of the pool and improve 
water and air quality,” the release said. 

The pool is used by the general public and school 
district, hosting public swim times as well as lap 
swimming, water aerobics and swim lessons year-

round for a nominal fee. 

It is also the home of the Tecumseh Indians and Te-
cumseh Tigersharks swim and dive teams and is also 
used for school district classroom and therapeutic 
activities. 

More information about the upcoming closure and 
programming at the pool can be obtained by contact-
ing pool director Sarah Maraskine at smaraskine@
tps.k12.mi.us or 517-423-5585.

Tecumseh community pool closing for repairs

The Irish Hills Towers are  
pictured around 1939.


