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SHU WOMEN 
FALL IN WHAC 
QUARTERFINALS
SEE PAGE 1B

■ Bonnie M. Burnley, 7A
■ Anita Lou McMunn, 7A
■ Juanita “Janie” Carrillo 

Nieto, 8A

■ Marshall W. Shirley, 7A
■ Paul E. Smith, 7A
■ Sister Kay Wejrowski, 7A

BY DAN CHERRY
Daily Telegram Staff Writer

CAMBRIDGE TWP. — The 
mountain and waterfall structure 
at Prehistoric Forest in the Irish 
Hills is to be razed in the next two 
months, the Cambridge Town-
ship Board determined at its 
meeting Feb. 13.

Cambridge Township Clerk 
Rick Richardson said the board 

made the determination after 
hearing from township officials 
who identify dangerous struc-
tures and after communicating 
with the property owner, Sandra 
Crabb, who attended the meet-
ing. The motion, approved unan-
imously by the board Feb. 13, was 
to approve the recommendation 
of the hearings officer to demol-
ish the mountain and clean up 
the debris “to the satisfaction” of 

the township.
“She had no plan for us,” Rich-

ardson said. The board had di-
rected her in November to come 
up with a plan by Dec. 31 to tear 
the mountain down and stabilize 
the property at 8203 U.S. 12. Offi-
cials said the mountain structure 
is unsafe and its interior is col-
lapsing. The matter was the topic 

Township: Roadside attraction ‘mountain’ must come down

Demolition ordered

BY DAN CHERRY
Daily Telegram Staff Writer

ONSTED —  Onsted 
Community Schools Su-
perintendent Steve Head 
told the board of education 
Monday the district is see-
ing the same downturn in 
teacher applications as re-
ported by the state depart-
ment of education.

“It’s definitely down 
from the years where we 
had multiple applicants 
for different jobs,” Head 
said.

The number of new 
teaching certificates issued 
has declined by 33 percent 
since 2012 and 62 percent 
since the peak in 2004, the 
Michigan Department of 
Education (MDE) report-
ed in 2016. The decline in 
certificates to teach at the 
secondary level has been 
more than for elementary 
positions, according to the 
report.

From 2012 to 2016, there 
has been a steep decline 
in the number of teach-
ing certificates issued. 
According to the MDE, 
during the 2011-12 school 
year, 8,027 certificates 
were issued across all 
subject areas. During the 
2015-16 academic year, 
the number was down 
to 4,480 certificates. In 
2017-18, the number had 
dropped to 3,317, accord-
ing to a September story 
by The Detroit News.

The Monroe News re-
ported in September the 
Michigan Department of 
Education released its criti-
cal shortage disciplines for 

teachers for the 2018-19 
academic year.

“Multiple school dis-
tricts are facing shortages 
in teachers 
certified in 
communi-
cation arts, 
mathemat-
ics and math 
c o a c h e s , 
school im-
provement 
facilitators 
and special education,” the 
newspaper stated.

Head said that while 
other school districts are 
reporting the same, he 
said a guest commentary 
released Monday through 
Bridge magazine has a 
slightly different take on 
the matter.

Eric Lupher, president 
of the Citizens Research 
Counci l  of  Michigan, 
wrote in that commen-
tary that “Michigan does 
not appear to have an 
immediate teacher short-
age” and the concerns are 
more of “a maldistribu-
tion of talent rather than a 
shortage.”

Lupher’s report, pub-
lished on the Bridge web-
site, states Michigan’s 
teacher workforce has de-
clined by 16 percent over 
the last 10 years, and aligns 
with the 12 percent reduc-
tion in the number of stu-
dents in public schools.

Lupher’s report said re-
ducing teacher turnover 
rates and teacher retention 
are factors to focus on.

Head said Monday the 

Superintendent: 
Fewer applying 
for teaching jobs

BY DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press

LANSING — Seeking to 
avoid a lengthy legal fight, 
Republican lawmakers on 
Wednesday asked the Mich-
igan Supreme Court to rule 
on the constitutionality of 
their unprecedented strate-
gy to preemptively approve 
citizen-initiated minimum 
wage increases and paid 
sick leave requirements and 

then water down the laws 
after the election.

The move came a week 
after a Democratic senator 
requested Democratic Attor-
ney General Dana Nessel’s 
opinion on the maneuver. If 
she determines that the tac-
tic was illegal, the more gen-
erous minimum wage and 
earned sick day laws could 
take effect March 28 — likely 
prompting a lawsuit from 
businesses or other groups 

that support the scaled-back 
measures.

“Every step, one side or 
the other, will be disap-
pointed and appeal. And so 
I say, ‘Why leave the state 
in the condition of uncer-
tainty? Let’s just take it all 
the way to the Supreme 
Court, which is within our 
prerogative to do so, and 
get it taken care of as soon 
as possible,’ ” said Senate 
Majority Leader Mike Shir-

key of Clarklake.
It is rare for the high court 

to issue an advisory opin-
ion, which could pre-empt 
any court challenge against 
the laws. The last time the 
justices did so was in 2011, 
when — at then-Gov. Rick 
Snyder’s request — they 
opined on changes to how 
pensions would be taxed. 
The court later denied his 
requests to rule early on a 
“right-to-work” law and a 

law to reimburse private 
schools for the cost of adher-
ing to state requirements.

To prevent the minimum 
wage and paid leave ballot 
drives from going to the 
electorate in November, 
after which they would 
have been much harder to 
change if voters had passed 
them, GOP legislators pre-
emptively approved them 
in September so they could 
be pared back after the 

election with simple ma-
jority votes and the signa-
ture of Snyder.

Former Attorney General 
Bill Schuette, a Republican, 
endorsed the legality of 
the contentious strategy in 
December. But his opinion 
differed from one issued 
in 1964 by former Attor-
ney General Frank Kelley, a 
Democrat.

GOP lawmakers ask Michigan court to rule on lame-duck laws

Lee Ann Mulligan of Jackson, left, looks over Michelle Lulham’s display.  Associated Charities of Lenawee County gave out bags 
containing hygiene items, hats, and jewelry during Wednesday’s Project Connect at the Lenawee County Fair and Event Grounds.

The mountain structure at the former Prehistoric Forest property is shown in 
November. The Cambridge Township Board last week ordered that it be torn 
down after fnding it to be a dangerous structure. Telegram photo by Dan CherrySee MOUNTAIN, Page 3A

Project Connect took place Wednesday at the 
Lenawee County Fair and Event Grounds’ Agricul-
tural Building.  With plenty of vendors and food the 

annual event is designed to link individuals, families and 
veterans with immediate community resources.

Julie Laughlin from the Community Action Agency teaches a 
class on budgeting and spending Wednesday during Project 
Connect.

Ann Durain of Adrian, right, picks up information from Saman-
tha Tubbs of Michigan Works Southeast during Project Connect 
Wednesday at the Lenawee County Fair and Event Grounds.

MAKING CONNECTIONS

Telegram photos by Mike Dickie
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