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OPINION

Our Commander in Chief was goin’ for the Quo
So he called on Giuliani to be his Pro
Giuliani and his goons would make the pitch
To the Ukraine prez and make themselves rich
Congress had voted and passed the Quid
So Trump could make it all work if he kept it hid
He would get a public declaration from the Ukraine Prez
About how Russia didn’t do what everyone says
They didn’t really meddle in our election ‘16
Cause it was done by Ukraine if you see what I mean
Everybody’s blamin’ Putin and it wasn’t him that did it
We will finally see the truth ‘cause Ukrainians admit it
One other perk that’s a part of the Quo
Look into Hunter Biden, Joe’s son don’t you know
Joe will have to do a whole lot of explainin’
While he’s out there on the road a-doin’ his campaignin’
The Ukrainian Prez has to go on CNN
And lay all of this out if he really wants to win
The much-needed Quid so he can buy
Them anti-tank missiles from an American guy
It seems to me our Prez made a few mistakes
Pro Rudy and his goons were no great shakes
The Quid wasn’t his and not something he could trade
And of the convoluted Quo zero sense could be made
Dale Graham
Blissfield

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

A poetic version 
of quid pro quo

I t was one of the best 
football games we’d 
ever seen. Everything 

was riding on the final play. 
Trailing by two with only 
seconds remaining, the 
home team lined up at the 
opponent’s 3-yard line for 
the game-winning field goal 
attempt. A gimme, we fig-
ured as we prepared to snap 
the photo destined to make 
the next morning’s front 
page. We already knew what 
the headline would be.

The Kick.
The snap was clean, the 

placekicker approached at 
a dead run, and we pressed 
the shutter button at the 
same instant the holder … 
yanked the ball away! Toe 
met air, and down came the 
little round-headed kid — 
that’s what everyone called 
him — with a resounding 
wump that measured 7.8 on 
the Richter scale. And that’s 
how we won the Pulitzer 
Prize for best sports photo.

The Whiff.
All kinds of bizarre stuff 

happens in sports, where 
outcomes can be decided 
by an errant bounce, a 
cleat landing a millimeter 
out of bounds, or a crabby 
little fussbudget deter-
mined to make a team-
mate look bad. But fasten 
your seatbelts. It’s about 
to get a whole lot crazier.

California recently became 
the first state to thumb its 
nose at one of the NCAA’s 
biggest no-no’s when Gov. 
Gavin Newsom signed leg-
islation allowing college 
student-athletes to profit 
off their names, images and 
likenesses. The new law 
lets players hire agents, 
charge for autographs and 
cut the same type of prod-
uct endorsement deals the 
pros do, provided they don’t 
conflict with any preexist-
ing contracts the schools 
already have. And the col-
legiate athletic governing 
body’s predictable response?

It threw a hissy fit.
It huffed and it puffed, 

threatened to ban UCLA, 
USC and their ilk from 
postseason play, and even 
hinted that outright eviction 
from the NCAA Big Brother 
House was imminent. All of 
it a heapin’ helpin’ of tooth-
less bluster. With lawmak-
ers in nearly a dozen states 
geared up to quickly fol-
low California’s lead, the 
policy-making board for 
college athletics Tuesday 
abruptly threw in the towel 
and gave themselves 14 
months to adopt new rules 
governing how the com-
pensation piece will work.

But in Michigan, that may 
be only the beginning.

Sen. Adam Hollier, 
D-Detroit, figures what’s 
good for the goose is even 
better for the gander. For the 
past few weeks, he’s been 
working both sides of the 
aisle, the free market inter-
ests, and the Michigan High 
School Athletic Association 
— drumming up support 

for one of his top 10 issues. 
Legislation he’s introduc-
ing any day now to give high 
school players the same right 
to compensation their col-
lege counterparts will soon 
enjoy. And extending it to 
the seventh grade volley-
ball team. And Pop Warner 
football leagues. Where 
kids start playing at age 5.

Take it from us. 
Nothing good can come 
from any of this.

We don’t care how tal-
ented a T-ball player you are 
or that Duke’s Coach K has 
proclaimed you the second 
coming of LeBron James 
before you’re out of diapers. 
No tag-you’re-it cham-
pion’s entitled to an agent 
or needs one. No Red Rover 
line-buster deserves a hun-
dred dollar a pop autograph 
session. And no spit-up 
titleholder merits spokesman 
status for Formulas R Us.

Say it with us, 
boys and girls.

That’s just crazy.
And if you can’t figure out 

why, there’s a little girl in 
a booth down the way who 
will set you straight. Oh 
sure, she’s been bonked on 
the head by baseballs one 
too many times, and no one 
with half a brain will ask her 
to hold a football they intend 
to kick. But the price is right, 
and the psychiatrist is in.

Five cents, please.

Talk Back with Doug Spade 
and Mike Clement is heard 
every Saturday morning from 
9 a.m. to noon Eastern Time on 
WABJ, 1490 AM, Adrian, and 
online at www.dougspade.com 
and www.lenconnect.com.

Nothing good can come from 
paying amateur athletes

H O W  T O  C O N TAC T  YO U R  L E G I S L AT O R S

President Donald Trump, 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20500. 
Phone: 202-456- 1414 

U.S. Sen. Gary Peters, 724 
Hart Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20510. 
Phone: 202-224- 6221, 313-
226-6020 

U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow, 
731 Hart Senate OfficeBuil
ding,Washington,D.C.20510. 
Phone: 202-224-4822, 
313-961-4330
 
U.S. Rep. Tim Walberg, 
2266 Rayburn House Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 
20515. Phone: 202-225-6276, 
517-780-9075

 

Michigan Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer, P.O. Box 30013, 
Lansing, MI 48909. Phone: 
517-335-7858 

State Sen. Dale Zorn, 5100 
Capitol View, P.O. Box 
30036, Lansing, MI 48909. 
Phone: 517-373-3543; Email: 
SenDZorn@senate.michigan.
gov 

57th District, State Rep. 
Bronna Kahle, N-991 
House Office Building, P.O. 
Box 30014, Lansing, MI 
49909; Phone (517) 373-1706 

65th District, State Rep. 
Sarah Lightner, P.O. Box 
30014, Lansing, MI 48909-
7514; Phone 517-373- 1775; 
Email: SarahLightner@
house.mi.gov

F I R S T  A M E N D M E N T

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.

Doug Spade, Mike Clement 
and Major. No

By Lynne Punnett

L enawee County is 
taking huge strides in 
understanding and 

responding to the impact of 
trauma. Any experience that 
leaves a person hopeless or 
helpless can be traumatic and 
the lasting influences of these 
experiences are at the center 
of the Lenawee Collective 
Impact Core’s work.

In February, I wrote about 
how the Collective Impact 
Core, in cooperation with 
the One Lenawee county-
wide visioning process, was 
rolling out a countywide, 
trauma-informed organi-
zational assessment plan. 
Using a tool created by the 
Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services, 
agencies could determine 
their strengths, identify 
opportunities for growth 
and coordinate with the 

Collective Impact Core on 
strategies for improvement.

In just over six months, 
more than a dozen agen-
cies and organizations have 
expressed interest in joining 
this initiative. Using a true 
collective impact model, 
groups across Lenawee 
County are preparing to 
collect and share data, com-
municate best practices 
and support each other’s 
improvement activities.

Leading the way are 
Community Action Agency 
and the Lenawee Community 
Mental Health Authority. 
Both organizations have 
completed the organizational 
assessment, asking their staff 
to rank them on practices 
like “Our organization makes 
decisions with transparency 
by documenting the values 
and rationale behind deci-
sions” and “We promote 
community connections for 
the people we serve.” With 

this information in hand, 
internal teams are develop-
ing priorities and improve-
ment strategies. In one year, 
they will re-evaluate.

Becoming trauma-informed 
is a process and requires an 
ongoing commitment. 

Lenawee County orga-
nizations are making the 
commitment to change the 
culture of how they do busi-
ness and interact with the 
communities they serve.

If you are interested in 
learning more about trauma 
or conducting an assessment 
at your organization, please 
contact Jackie Bradley at 
jbradley@lcmha.org. Jackie 
Bradley is the community 
outreach coordinator for 
the Lenawee Community 
Mental Health Authority.

Lynne Punnett is execu-
tive director of Habitat 
for Humanity of 
Lenawee County.

Lenawee County understanding 
impacts of trauma
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