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LENAWEE

By Michael J. Smith
United Way Monroe/Lenawee County 
For The Daily Telegram

Perhaps the most critical bar-
rier to overcome for a person 
with a disability is the barrier 
to his or her home. For some-
one with mobility impairment, 
even one step can be an impos-
sible barrier.

A home can be a virtual 
prison if it is not designed for 
wheelchair access. But a ramp 
can provide freedom for people 
with disabilities to come and go 
independently.

A ramp can access available 
to schools, stores, churches, 
medical care and fun out-
ings with family and friends. 
Unfortunately, a ramp is only 
one part of the solution. Money 
is the other part, the part that 
puts ramps out of reach for 
many people who need them. 
And many people with dis-
abilities are unemployed and 
surviving on Social Security.

Project Ramp can help. After 
several months of working 
together to address the ramp 
needs locally, Project Ramp 
– Lenawee will now be under 
the umbrella of the partner-
ship between the United Way 

of Monroe/Lenawee Counties 
and the Monroe/Lenawee 
County AFL-CIO Central Labor 
Council.

This task force is com-
prised of Lenawee County 
Department of Aging, UAW 
Ford Ramp Program, Habitat 
for Humanity, Community 
Action Agency, Housing 
Help of Lenawee, Helping 
Hands, Area Agency on Aging, 
Goodwill  and disAbility 
Connections.

T h e  M o n r o e / L e n a w e e 
County AFL-CIO Central 
Labor Council’s Community 
Services/Community Action 
Liaison Program in partnership 
with United Way of Monroe/
Lenawee Counties has a 30-year 
history administering the 
Project Ramp program.

Volunteers involved in the 
project include representatives 
from the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America local 687 Michigan 
Regional Council of Carpenters 
& Millwrights, UA Plumbers 
& Pipefitters Local 671 AFL-
CIO, Gerdau Special Steel 
North America in partner-
ship with UAW 723 AFL-CIO, 
Salvation Army Harbor Light 
and United Steelworkers local 

2511 AFL-CIO.
All donate their time and 

talent to construct these ramps. 
Since 2012, UAW-Ford teams 
have built more than 2,000 
ramps around the United States.

During the 2019 building 
season United Way Project 
Ramp and UAW-Ford Ramp 
Program built 30 ramps. The 
end of our season is rapidly 
approaching, but we hope to 
build as many as 10 additional 
ramps. In the past 30 years, 218 
ramps have been built.

Funding thus far for Lenawee 
County has come from 
Branch-Hillsdale-St. Joseph’s 
Health Plan Fund, Lenawee 

Department on Aging, First 
Federal Bank and Huntington 
Bank. They have all financially 
sponsored ramps in Lenawee 
County as has the Adrian 
Morning Rotary. The Adrian 
Morning Rotary also donated 
their time and talent construct-
ing a ramp.

“Although Project Ramp has 
been a part of the United Way 
of Monroe/Lenawee Counties 
for many years, the grant 
funds from the Monroe County 
Commission on Aging have 
allowed the program to grow,” 
said Connie L. Carroll, Executive 
Director of the United Way of 
Monroe/Lenawee Counties. 

“Mike Smith, our Community 
Services Liaison, has done an 
exceptional job of managing 
Project Ramp for increased ser-
vice to our communities. This is 
just one of the many ways the 
United Way helps in Monroe/
Lenawee Counties.”

However, funding remains 
an issue. Each wooden ramp 
for  a  homeowner costs 
approximately $1,800. For 
those who would like to help 
“build freedom” for persons in 
Monroe or Lenawee Counties 
with mobility issues, dona-
tions are accepted through 
the United Way of Monroe/
Lenawee Counties.

Please earmark donations to 
“Project Ramp – Lenawee or 
Monroe” and send donations 
to 136 E. Maumee St., Suite 
15, Adrian, MI 49221 or 216 N. 
Monroe St Monroe, MI 48162. 
Donations can be made at www.
unitedwaymlc.org.

For those with additional 
questions or who would like to 
apply for ramp assistance, con-
tact Mike Smith, Project Ramp 
Coordinator, United Way of 
Monroe/Lenawee Counties at 
(517) 264-6821 or (734) 242-1331 
or msmith@unitedwayMLC.
org.

Project Ramp continues to help break barriers

A ramp built by volunteers with Project Ramp. [COURTESY PHOTO]

three different locations and 
our staff came up with sys-
tems of checking out students 
and ensuring we knew where 
everybody was and who they 
went with and all those kind 
of things.”

Osborne said that to help 
prevent the frequency of such 
incidents, the district encour-
ages students and families to 
communicate with the dis-
trict if they see something, 
so that the district can follow 
up on someone who might be 
a potential threat.

He said the district educates 
its students to use Michigan’s 
OK2SAY program — an anon-
ymous call or text system for 
reporting bullying or threats.

“If they’re hearing people 
make threats or people who 
might be making threats, 
the OK2SAY program, that’s 
certainly a place where people 
can share tips like that and we 
can follow up,” Osborne said. 

“That would be our hope to 
prevent these kind of things.”

Throughout the situation, 
Osborne said that the stu-
dents and parents remained 
calm and cooperative.

“Our elementary students 
treated it more as a field trip,” 
he said. “They went over to 
our CSI building so they got 
to see and experience some 
things over there with their 
robots and different things. So 
we didn’t get a sense of stu-
dents being afraid at all. Our 
high school students were just 
extremely helpful and cooper-
ative through the whole thing 
and no one was acting silly or 
making it difficult.

“Families were very flexible 
and cooperative in working 
with us. Nobody rushed the 
building or made demands, 
anything like that.”

Police continue to investi-
gate the emails and may have 
a person of interest.

“We’re just going to con-
tinue to investigate where this 
email came from and see if we 
can develop a suspect and go 
from there,” Weir said. 
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to do so.
“The position that I’ve 

advised you to take is not one 
myself or the city adminis-
trator like being in or like 
asking you to be in because 
it’s not the simplest solu-
tion,” Henagan said to the 
commission.

Henagan consulted with 
the Michigan Municipal 
League and the Michigan 
Office of the Attorney 
General. Both agreed with 
Henagan’s recommendation 
to seek court relief.

“It really does not appear 
the charter addresses ... (this 
sort of vacancy),” said Kelly 
Ross-McKinney, a spokes-
person for the attorney 
general’s office. “There does 
not appear to be a path at all.”

Ross-McKinney said a 
common question that is 
raised in instances like this is 
why wouldn’t state election 
law just kick in? The only 

way this would apply would 
be if the commission fell 
below a quorum, in Adrian’s 
case this would be less than 
four members.

With declaratory relief, 
the court would review the 
city charter and arguments 
made by the city as to why 
they are looking to fill the 
vacancy before the next 
election. Henagan told the 
commission the court could 
file a court order deciding 
either to appoint someone to 
the position or hold a special 
election.

The court could also decide 
it does not have the authority 
and tell the city to stick to the 
charter.

Another option the city 
could go, or explore in tandem 
with declaratory relief, is 
reviewing the charter. A 
charter amendment could be 
introduced that would rec-
tify the language and give the 
commission a way to fill the 
vacancy. The city does intend 
to undergo a complete review 
beginning next year.

“This is probably one of 

the best examples that could 
have been presented to the 
commission to say we have 
to review the charter as a 
whole,” Henagan said.

The issue faced with either 
option is the length of time it 
would take. Henagan esti-
mated a first court date would 
not be until sometime in late 
January or early February.

A charter amendment 
takes at least six months as 
it must be reviewed by the 
attorney general’s office 
and signed by the governor 
before being sent back to the 
city. The amendment would 
then go on a ballot for the 
people to vote on. Election 
law would also play a factor 
in timing as there are specific 
times when an election can 
be held. Next year presents 
multiple opportunities as it 
is a presidential election year.

The commission will need 
to appoint separate counsel 
prior to filing anything in 
court. Henagan said the hope 
is early December at the latest 
to have something filed with 
circuit court.
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By Daily Telegram staff

Meetings for Overeaters anony-
mous, Narcotics Anonymous 
and Alcoholics Anonymous take 
place at various locations every 
week in Lenawee County.
The schedule is as follows:

Overeaters Anonymous

• Overeaters Anonymous, a 
support group for anyone 
who cannot stop compulsive 
overeating, meets at loca-
tions in Adrian and Tecumseh. 
Overeaters Anonymous meets 
from 7 to 8 p.m. Thursdays in 
the first floor activities room 
of Maria Hall at the Dominican 
Life Center in Adrian. Maria 
Hall is located behind Regina 
Hall off Siena Heights Drive. 
Members and visitors must 
sign in at the front desk. 
For more information call 
517-918-1672.
• Overeaters Anonymous also 
meets 9 a.m. Saturdays in 
Room 103 of the Performing 
Arts Center on the campus 
of Siena Heights University, 
1247 E. Siena Heights Drive. 
For more information, contact 
517-260-0595.
• The Tecumseh Overeaters 
Anonymous meetings will be 
held from 6 to 7 p.m. Mondays 
at the Tecumseh United 
Methodist Church, 605 Bishop 
Reed Drive, off of Brown Street. 
Entry is at the north side of the 
church and the meeting room 
is in the northeast corner of the 
building. A ramp is available at 
the center entrance.

Narcotics Anonymous

Narcotics Anonymous meetings 
take place weekly in Adrian. 
The schedule is as follows:
• Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. at the 
Christ Episcopal Church, 720 
Riverside Ave., and Thursday, 
7:30 p.m., at the Church of the 
Good Shepherd, 737 E. Beecher 
Street.

Alcoholics Anonymous

Alcoholics Anonymous meet-
ings take place every week in 
the following locations:
Monday: 7 a.m., The Basement 
Group meets at the courthouse 
commons, 227 N. Winter St., 
Adrian. 10 a.m., The Sunshine 
Group meets at 1245 W. Maple 
St., Adrian. Noon, Serenity at 
noon meets the Serenity House, 
600 Gulf St., Adrian. 1 p.m., 
Springville H.O.W. Group meets 
at 10341 Springville Hwy., 
Onsted. 6 p.m. Choices Group 
meets at 312 Chicago Blvd., 
Tecumseh. 7:30 p.m. Tecumseh 
Group meets at New Song, 5211 
S. Occidental Rd., Tecumseh. 
7:30 p.m. Big Book Group meets 
at the Serenity House, 600 Gulf 
St., Adrian. 8 p.m. Manitou 
Beach Group meets at St. 
Mary’s Church, 450 Manitou 
Beach Rd., Manitou Beach. 8:30 
p.m. Grateful Group meets at 
112 W. Locust St., Morenci.
Tuesday: 7 a.m. The Basement 
Group meets at the courthouse 
commons, 227 N. Winter St., 
Adrian. 10 a.m., New Way 
to Life Group meets at the 
Conservation League, 1404 
Sutton Rd., Adrian. 10 a.m., The 

Sunshine Group meets at 1245 
W. Maple St., Adrian. Noon, 
Serenity at noon meets at the 
Serenity House, 600 Gulf St., 
Adrian. 7 p.m. Big Book Group 
meets at 1232 W. Maumee St., 
Adrian. 7 p.m. Back to Basics 
meets at the Serenity House, 
600 Gulf St., Adrian. 7:30 p.m. 
Hudson Tuesday Night Group 
meets 420 W. Main St., Hudson. 
8 p.m. Blissfield Group meets 
at 201 W. Adrian St. (U.S. 
223), Blissfield. 8:30 p.m. PM 
Turning Point Group meets at 
the Smith-Kimball Community 
Center, 211 Tecumseh Rd., 
Clinton.
Wednesday: 7 a.m. The 
Basement Group meets at the 
courthouse commons, 227 N. 
Winter St., Adrian. 10 a.m., 
New Way to Life Group meets 
at the Conservation League, 
1404 Sutton Rd., Adrian. 10 
a.m., The Sunshine Group 
meets at 1245 W. Maple St., 
Adrian. 10 a.m. Through the 
Back Door Group meets at 205 
W. Main St., Hudson. Noon, 
Serenity at noon meets at the 
Serenity House, 600 Gulf St., 
Adrian. Back to Basics meets 
at the Serenity House, 600 Gulf 
St., Adrian. 7 p.m. Palmyra 
Group meets at Church Alive, 
6490 Palmyra Rd., Palmyra. 8 
p.m. Irish Hills Group meets 
at St. Mark’s Church, 11151 
U.S.-12, Brooklyn. 8 p.m. 
Herrick Hospital meets in the 
basement of its Wyandotte St. 
location in Tecumseh.
Thursday: 7 a.m. The Basement 
Group meets at the courthouse 
commons, 227 N. Winter St., 
Adrian. 10 a.m., New Way 

to Life Group meets at the 
Conservation League, 1404 
Sutton Rd., Adrian. 10 a.m., The 
Sunshine Group meets at 1245 
W. Maple St., Adrian. Noon, 
Serenity at noon meets at the 
Serenity House, 600 Gulf St., 
Adrian. 7 p.m. New Life Group 
meets at 156 Maumee St., 
Adrian. 7 p.m. The Sunshine 
Group meets at 1245 W. Maple 
St. Adrian. 7:30 p.m. Piece of 
Mind meets at the Serenity 
House, 600 Gulf St., Adrian. 7:30 
p.m. Tecumseh Group meets 
at New Song Church, 5211 S. 
Occidental Rd., Tecumseh. 7:30 
p.m. Morenci Big Book study 
group meets at 111 E. Main St., 
Morenci. 8 p.m. Manitou Beach 
Group meets at St. Mary’s 
Church, 450 Manitou Beach Rd., 
Manitou Beach.
Friday: 7 a.m. The Basement 
Group meets at the courthouse 
commons, 227 N. Winter St., 
Adrian. 10 a.m., New Way 
to Life Group meets at the 
Conservation League, 1404 
Sutton Rd., Adrian. 10 a.m., 
The Sunshine Group meets 
at 1245 W. Maple St., Adrian. 
Noon, Serenity at noon meets 
at the Serenity House, 600 Gulf 
St., Adrian. 5:30 p.m. Peace 
of Mind meets at the Serenity 
House, 600 Gulf St., Adrian. 6 
p.m. Friday Night Live Group 
meets at 221 W. Chicago Blvd., 
Tecumseh. 7:30 p.m. Hudson 
Tuesday Night Group meets 
420 W. Main St., Hudson. 8:30 
p.m. Primary Purpose Group 
meets at Grace Methodist 
Church, 9250 E. Monroe St., 
Britton.
Saturday: 7 a.m. The Basement 

Group meets at the court-
house commons, 227 N. Winter 
St., Adrian. 9 a.m. Tecumseh 
Breakfast Club Group meets 
at 313 W. Chicago Blvd., 
Tecumseh. 10 a.m., The 
Sunshine Group meets at 1245 
W. Maple St., Adrian. Noon, 
Serenity at noon meets at 
the Serenity House, 600 Gulf 
St., Adrian. 4 p.m. Tools of 
Sobriety Group meets at Grace 
Methodist Church, 9250 E. 
Monroe St., Britton. 6 p.m. New 
Start meets at the Serenity 
House, 600 Gulf St., Adrian. 8 
p.m. Deerfield Group meets 
at the Light of Christ Parish, 
222 Carey St., Deerfield. 8 p.m. 
Irish Hills Group meets at St. 
Mark’s Church, 11151 U.S.-12, 
Brooklyn.
Sunday: 7 a.m. The Basement 
Group meets at the courthouse 
commons, 227 N. Winter St., 
Adrian. 10 a.m. Serenity on 
Sunday meets at the Serenity 
House, 600 Gulf St., Adrian. 1 
p.m. The Sunshine Group meets 
at 1245 W. Maple St., Adrian. 
1 p.m. (AL-NON) meets at 
Christ the Redeemer Church, 
1232 W. Maumee St., Adrian. 1 
p.m. Sunday Afternoon Group 
meets at 2903 Bent Oak St. 
Adrian. 5 p.m. Ladies Book 
Study meets at the Serenity 
House, 600 Gulf St., Adrian. 6 
p.m. Sisters in Sobriety (women 
only) meets at the Smith-
Kimball Community Center, 
211 Tecumseh Rd., Clinton. 7 
p.m. Sunday Night Live meets 
at the Serenity House, 600 Gulf 
St., Adrian. 8 p.m. Adrian Group 
meets at 1245 W. Maple St., 
Adrian.
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